MOVING STATUES 

A Culture, Arts, Service Learning Partnership Programme with:

Larkin Community College – LCC,  National Museum of Ireland -NMI, Poetry Ireland, 

Localise Caring in the Community, Lourdes Day Care Centre for the Elderly -LDCCE, 

National College of Art & Design -NCAD .........and with support from the National Theatre The Abbey

Aims


· To continue an interagency partnership between Larkin Community College CSR Department, National Museum of Ireland (NMI), Poetry Ireland, Localise Caring in the Community and the Lourdes Day Care Centre for the Elderly.

· To develop an interagency partnership between existing partners (which began in September 2010 - Phase 1) and the Art and Transition Year (TY) Departments of Larkin Community College and the National College of Art & Design.

· To promote the National Museum of Ireland (NMI) as a key learning and creative centre within the local community of inner city Dublin. 

· To animate the teaching and learning of Civic Social Political Education; Social Personal Health Education; Religion – CSR - and Art in LCC, through an interagency approach.

· To  develop in student teachers from NCAD an understanding of art based / citizenship / cross curricular approaches to teaching and learning through interagency educational partnerships.

· To examine the learning potential for large scale construction / puppet making with second level students within an art and design curriculum. 

· To devise and deliver a large scale puppet making project with transition year students from Larkin Community College in a community context. 

· To examine how citizenship issues can be explored through an art and design curriculum in Transition Year (TY) using active learning methodology.

· To facilitate the provision of a service to the local community through collaboration with Localise, Poetry Ireland, NCAD and the NMI, using performance and puppetmaking as the media to promote intergenerational exchange.

· To develop a sense of citizenship with young people through this action research service learning project.

· To explore complementary frames of reference for assessing & measuring creativity as a competency within a formal education setting.

Objectives

· To provide experiential types of self and group learning opportunities involving engagement between the school, the local community, the local third level Art College, Poetry Ireland and the NMI’s collections and exhibitions.

· To develop and deliver a performance and puppet making project to animate the Civic Social Political Education, Social Personal Health Education and Religion (CSR)  curricula for the Junior Certificate and Art for Transition Year through a cross curricular framework. 

· To deepen the experience of teaching and learning of the CSR and Art curriculae through engagement with the NMI’s collections and exhibitions.

· To develop oral, aural and other expressive skills through storytelling and other arts media.

· To develop and deliver organic and participative philosophies and methodologies as the programme evolves and grows. 

· To evaluate the project as it progresses in order to inform and shape current and subsequent project phases.  

· To develop investigative skills in order to research primary and secondary sources (National Library / Pearse Library / Junior Certificate Schools Programme – JCSP Libraries).

· To establish a database of relevant reading material for the JCSP library arising out of the project.

· To raise awareness among young people of the value of service to community through engagement with the Localise project. 

· To facilitate the young people to have a sense of entitlement to Museum facilities and services through understanding the role and function of the NMI.

· To explore creativity as a competency by testing outcomes in and outside of the classroom.

Project Description

Moving Statues is a new performance project being created by the students of Larkin Community College, students from the National College of Art and Design and up to 10 older people from the Lourdes Day Care Centre. It will be funded and created in association with the National Museum of Ireland, Poetry Ireland, National College of Art and Design and Larkin Community College. The project will be researched, devised and created by the students from Larkin Community College and members of the Lourdes Day Care Centre. It’ll be directed by Mikel Murfi.

We’re designing a project that connects. We want to connect the students with their environment, with their history, their museum, with the spoken word and with their elders. We want to stimulate, educate and create a sense of pride in the students and members of Lourdes DCC. We’d like to encourage the participants to study and appreciate the spoken word, the nature and power of performance and the mutable ‘living’ space that is their local museum. We’re designing a project that will allow the students to invite their families and their local community to an event, an event that will encourage the people living in the city centre and beyond to feel a sense of ownership of their museum.

Background to the beginning of this project. (April - May 2011)

So we started in the environs of Larkin Community College itself. At present we’re researching the histories of the 6 people to whom statues or monuments have been erected on O Connell Street in Dublin. We plan to bring these figures from history ‘to life’, to let them walk tall amongst us once more, to let us hear what they have to say, to see them in the living, breathing space that is Collins Barracks.

The idea of ‘Moving Statues’ is to build six 10 ft tall versions of the statues on O Connell St. These will be portable, giant puppets. They’ll be carried and animated by the students and given a voice by the students and the older folk from Lourdes DCC. 

The performance takes place on  November in Collins Barracks, Dublin.

The performance will involve music and movement as well as ‘the coming to life’ of the statues. Through their own words we’ll travel through history and time and listen once again to the voices of:         Daniel O Connell     


Sir John Gray 




Charles Stewart Parnell    

Jim Larkin   




Fr. Theobald Mathew      and    William Smith O Brien

The performance style will be both visual and text based. The students and members of Lourdes DCC will research and select texts that best represent each ‘character’. Then we’ll rehearse these texts so that when we animate the large scale puppets in Collins Barracks, the students and Lourdes DCC folk will be able to ‘give voice’ to these immense puppets that they have built. It’s important to point out that, history forgiving and with more than a little poetic license we’ll create some extra text to allow these figures interact with one another. 

“Guest Starring” on the night is Maisie, a true, blue doughty Dub. She’s 10ft tall too! She’ll be well capable of ‘interviewing’ the historical heavyweights on the night. Maisie has a serious agenda though. We should never forget or discount each of our contributions to the life of a city. And though history records certain ‘significant figures’, we should also recognize in our elders and other members of our community our own ‘heroes’. This particular idea is designed to create a visible and documentable link with last year’s project. It’s an idea that connects the students who have gone before with this year’s students, helping them recognize in their peers or in the people who have gone before them that their ‘history’ is a living thing that evolves constantly.

To that end we’ll validate Maisie as much as Daniel O Connell. She has lived a life too. She has her own stories to tell and we’ll hear those on the night. Living history! reminding us again of the power of the spoken or recorded word, the possibilities and necessity of passing on the story of who we are. 

Audiences:

For two performances of the show.

· Elderly groups from Day Care Centres for the Elderly in Dublin 1 with their carers. Centres to be sourced by students of Larkin Community College as part of their Service Learning Project with Localise.

· The General Public in Collins Barracks as well as staff and students and families of the participants from Larkin Community College, NCAD, Localise and Lourdes Day Care Centre

Performers:

· Larkin Community College core group of up to 40 students from 1st to 5th year.

· Some 1st year students to form part of a chorus group.

· 7 Older people from Lourdes Day Care Centre.

· Possible inclusion of some of the NCAD students.

Puppet builders:

Transition Year students and NCAD students with help from some of the Lourdes Day Care Centre clients with guidance from Peter Casby from Macnas.

Independent Research for participants:

Students will engage with the staff in Collins Barracks to find out what objects are connected to the lives of the characters. Students will do research on the characters to present to the TY students and the NCAD students.

