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Daniel O’Connell was born in Co. Kerry in 1775. He was the first Catholic person 
to be allowed into the British Parliament. Up until then only protestant people were 

allowed to represent the Irish people in the British government and Daniel     
O’Connell didn’t think that was fair. He would often hold Monster Meetings where 
thousands of people would turn up to hear him speak. He is sometimes called the 

Great Liberator because he helped all Irish people realise that they were equal 
whatever religion they belong to. He died in 1847. 

Fr. Theobald Mathew was born in Co. Kilkenny in 1790, he is most famous for 
the Total Abstinence Society where people promised not to drink alcohol and live a 

sober life. This was called ‘The Pledge’. Fr. Mathew started the pledge in Cork, then 
moved it to Dublin, England and the United States of America. He died in 1875. 

Charles Stewart Parnell was born in 1846 in Co. Wicklow, He is the founder and 
leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party. He was against cruel laws and believed that 

Ireland should be ruled by Irish people. He is sometimes called the ‘Uncrowned 
King of Ireland’. He died in 1891.  

Jim Larkin was born in Liverpool in 1874. When was a young boy he went to 
school in the morning and went to work in the afternoons so he could help out his 

family because they were very poor. Jim Larkin is remembered for helping workers 
get better pay and better conditions to work in. He grew up to be very big and 
strong and was often called Big Jim. He died in 1947.  

William Smith O’Brien was born in Co. Clare in 1803. He set up an organisation 
called the Young Irelanders. He didn't think that it was fair the way that the     

landlords treated people. He is remembered for his ‘Bloodless Battles’. He was    
arrested and sent to prison in Tasmania which is an island just south of Australia. 
He tried to escape a number of times, but in the end he was left go free. After a 

long time he was allowed to come back to Ireland. He died here in 1864.    

Sir John Gray was born in 1815 in Co. Mayo. He was a doctor, a surgeon, a    
politician, a journalist and a newspaper owner. He is fondly remembered for    

bringing fresh water to Dublin, this helped to stop the spread of lots of diseases 
that were causing people to get very sick and die. He died in 1875.  
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