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1.
Mission Statement

Larkin Community College endeavours to provide the very best learning opportunities for all of our students in a safe, secure and caring environment.
2.
Overview
Larkin Community College is a co-educational college under the management of City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee (CDVEC).  The partners in the college community are the students, the parents, the staff, CDVEC and the wider community.

The College is governed by the General Rules & Regulations of CDVEC, Larkin Community's own Code of Behaviour and by the policies of both CDVEC and the college.  All students and staff are expected to adhere to these rules and policies.  

Underpinning this Draft Policy are the General Rules & Regulations of CDVEC, the Larkin Community College Code of Behaviour, the Education Act, 1998, the Education & Welfare Act 2000.

`
Incorporated within this policy is a whole college approach to admissions.

Admission to the College is governed by the “CDVEC Admissions Policy set out in its General Rules and Regulations for Colleges, other Centres and the classes and activities operating under the authority of the CDVEC”.
3.
Key principles outlined in the Education Act underpin our Admissions policy.

These are:
1) Inclusiveness, particularly reasonable provision and accommodation for students with a disability or other special educational needs. 

2) Equality with respect to maximum access to and participation in the school.

3) Parental Choice in relation to choice of school having regard to the characteristic spirit of the school.  The Act requires the Board of Management to “uphold the characteristic spirit of the school ethos as determined by the cultural, educational, moral, religious, social, linguistic and spiritual values which are characteristic of the school”.

4) Respect for the diversity of values, beliefs, traditions, languages and ways of life in society.
4.
Admission to a particular course
This policy states that:  Admission to a particular course/activity is subject to places being available on the course and is governed by the following principles:

That in the professional judgement of the College Authority, the student/participant, is considered likely to benefit from attendance and participation in the college curriculum.
That participation will contribute positively to the course/activity and in no way infringe upon the opportunities or rights of other students or staff.
5.
Admission Process

· On request for a place in Larkin Community College the parent/guardian will receive an application form, to be completed and returned to the college. 

· To be considered for admission to Larkin Community College the parent/guardian must attend an information briefing where the schools code of behaviour and admission policy will be distributed, explained and discussed..

· Each student will undertake an assessment before enrolment is completed in Larkin Community College in order to ensure that each is given every opportunity to maximise his/her potential. 
· Detailed references/copies of reports and assessments will be required from the student’s previous school. Parents will be requested to sign a ‘Release of Information’ form to facilitate this.
· Every applicant will be invited to an interview where the results of the assessment will be discussed and the parent/guardian and the student must confirm in writing that the Code of behaviour is acceptable to them.

6.
Registration Process
At registration parents/guardians must furnish the school with the following;

· PPS Number of their child.

· Birth Certificate/proof of age of their child.

· A passport sized photograph.

· Pay school registration fee to cover the cost of books, insurance, SCC, photocopying etc.
Priority at enrolment for new First Year Students will be given to students from:

1.
Primary schools in the Dublin 1, Dublin 3 and Dublin 7 areas.

2.
Students from all other areas.

There is a limit to the number of students that the college can accommodate. To maximise the total number of students each class has a maximum capacity of twenty four students per class.  This number is arrived at because all students in the college study a practical subject.

Due to timetable restrictions the intake of first year pupils for the 2009/2010 academic year will be limited to a maximum of 96 students in four classes.

Where the number of applicants exceeds the number of places a waiting list will be established.  A place on the waiting list does not in any way guarantee a place in the school.

The Board of Management, in accordance with the school policy, makes decisions in relation to applications for enrolment.  All admissions are subject to the approval of the schools Board of Management.  The Board of Management may review the admissions policy from time to time.  
7.
Enrolment of Children with Special Needs

Larkin  Community College welcomes students with special educational needs. Every reasonable endeavour is made to accommodate students with special needs.  The board may request a copy of the child’s medical and/or psychological report.  Parents/guardians are obliged to give details re disabilities.  The school management will need to assess the educational needs of students with disabilities. 
The School may make such different provision as is reasonably necessary on gender, age or disability grounds in respect of the provision or organisation of sporting events or sporting facilities.

The school will meet with the parents to discuss the student’s needs and the school’s suitability or capability in meeting those educational needs.

The school is obliged to take account of a situation where compliance with its provisions in relation to a student with a disability would, by virtue of the disability, make impossible, or have a detrimental effect on, the provision by an educational establishment of its services to other students.  The school is also obliged to consider whether the disability could cause harm to the student concerned or to others.
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